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Del Cotto to receive Jaeckle award
at UB Law convocation
By Ilene Fleischman,
Special to The Opinion
Law students are invited as guests of
the UB Law Alumni Association when
Louis A. Del Cotto, professor emeritus at
the University at Buffalo School of Law,
receives the 1997 Edwin F. Jaeckle
Award-the law school's highest honor
during a luncheon to be held at 12:15 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 8, in the Hyatt Regency
Buffalo.
·
Del Cotto will receive the award fol
lowing the law school's 22nd annual
Alumni Convocation. Students should
sign up in the alumni office, room 309
O'Brian Hall, by November 3rd.
"It's a wonderful opportunity for stu
dents to network with our alumni," ac
cording to Assistent Dean Ilene
Fleischmann. "I hope they take advantage
of the generosity of the Alumni Associa
tion."
The award, named for .Edwin F.
Jaeckle, a 1915 graduate ofthe law school,
is given annually to an individual who has
distinguished himself or herself and has

Louis A. Del Cotto, AwardReceipent
made significant contributions to the law
school and the legal profession.
Recognized as one of the nation's
top tax authorities, Del Cotto graduated
from UB law school in 1951 and prac-

Family Violence Clinic
awarded grants
by Rochelle D. Jackson, Editor-in-Chief
The Family Violence Clinic has
money to spend thanks to the grants it
was recently awarded.
TheClinicreceived$50,000inmem
ber item funds from Senator Mary Lou
Rath's office and a $75,000 STOP Vio
lence Against Women Act grant from
New York State Department of Criminal
Justice Service.
According to Professor Sue
Tomkins, who headed and was instru
mental in the grant proposals, "I knew
that when the Violence Against Women
Act was passed in 1994 there would be
funding available." Tomkins began work
ing on the grant proposals and continued
to do so over the next two years.
The Clinic, which is in its sixth year,
wac; established to provide legal assis
tance to domestic violence victims, en
hance the academic experience of law
students and to increase the number of
lawyers sensitive to the issue.
"Over the past four years we have
developed written protocols and assisted
in developing community coordinated re
sponse projects," Tomkins said. Under
staff supervision, clinic students assist in
protocol development for police depart
ment and courts. Additionally, in the pac;t
students have developed a training video
for law enforcement and health profes
sionals working with domestic violence
victims.

"Last spring I began to think about
establishing the Family Violence Clinic
as a regional resource center offering
legal assistance throughout the western
region of New York State," Tomkins
said. It was also during the spring se
mester that Tomkins began traveling with
Matthew Murphy, a district attorney for
Niagara County, in an attempt to gain
local support. Tomkins said Murphy
was confident that District Attorneys in
other counties could benefit from the
Clinic's work. Subsequently they were
successful in establishing the Clinic as a
resource center for the 8th Judicial dis
trict of New York State.
According to Tomkins, "Professor
Mangold and Dean Olsen were also es
sential in helping to gain support from
local counties."
The Clinic will provide technical
assistance and materials tailored to the
needs of each county. "In some of the
counties it may be helping them develop
a task force or setting up meetings with
court personnel. It depends on the
county."
The grants will allow the Clinic to
hire a part-time instructor who will be
gin in the Spring semester and will fund
additional computer equipment. "I was
very excited when I learned the Clinic
had been awarded these grants. It's a
wonderful opportunity for the Univer
sity to share resources with those com
munities," Tomkins said.

ticed for a decade with the Buffalo firm
ofJ aeckle, Fleischmann, KeJiy, Swart &
Augspurger.
In 1955, he became a partner in the
firm now known as Jaeckle, Fleischmann
& Mugel.
Several years later, Del Cotto re
turned to academia, earning a master's
degree in law from Columbia Univer
sity. He joined the UB law faculty in
1961.
He was influential in broadening
and shaping the school's tax curriculum
and taught thousands of students the
intricacies and policy behind the tax
codes.
He is regarded by former students
as an extremely effective teacher, role
model and mentor.
Nationally respected as a scholar,
Del Cotto collaborated with top experts
on the five-volume treatise on Federal
Income Estate and Gift Taxation.
From 1~81 until recently, he was
tax counsel with the Buffalo firm of
Kavinoky & Cook.
The convocation program, to run

from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Hyatt ,
will focus on recent developments in tax
law, matrimonial procedures, supplemen
tal needs trusts and jury selection. Law
Students are also welcome to attend this
program.
Scheduled to speak are Ann B. Bir
mingham, a vice president and senior
trust officer, Marine Midland Bank; John
F. Canale, a senior partner with the Buf
falo firm of Bouvier, O'Connor; Peter J.
Fiorella, Jr., a partner in the Buffalo firm
of Fiorella & Palmer; the Hon. Barbara
Howe, New York State Supreme Court
justice for the Eighth Judicial District
and an adjunct associate professor of
sociology at UB; Kenneth Joyce, SUNY
Distinguished Professor in the UB School
of Law, Patrick C. O ' Reilly, a senior
managing partner with the Buffalo firm
of Lipsitz, Green, Fahringer, Roll ,
Salisbury & Cambria, and the Hon.
Nelson Cosgrove, New York State Su
preme Court justice for the Eighth Judi
cial District.

Outlaw holds silent vigil
by SA. Cole, News Editor
On Wednesday, October 8, VB
Law's Queer/Allies group, Outlaw, held
a silent vigil in the North Campus Stu
dent Union. Stationed just outside an
office where military officials were con
ducting recruitment interviews, the group
sealed their lips with tape, and mutely
distributed flyers detailing the reason for
their vigil.
The silent vigil was held to protest
the military's "Don't Ask Don' t Tell
policy;" which has been in effect since
1992. The flyers handed out during the
protest explained the taped-shut mouths
of Outlaw members as an analogy to the
enforced silence of homosexuals in the
military.
Flyers were given to both passersby
and law students approaching the pro
testers on their way to a recruitment
interview. The flyers stated that, "The
military has consistently violated the
policy by asking and pursuing with the
following result : The Department of
Defense has discharged more service
members under its Don't Ask Don't Tell
policy in fiscal year 1995 than in each of
the past four years!"
"We chose to a silent vigil directed
at the military while the military was on
campus so they wouldn't become com
placent in the Don't Ask, Don't Tell
Policy," Kristin Long, a participant ex
plained after the vigil.
According to Long, last Fall Con
gress enacted a provision aimed at with-

holding federal funds from schools with
"anti-military policies." When the mili
tary is denied access on campus, it can
direct the Department of Education to
withhold federal funds. These funds may
include workstudy and Perkins loan, to
name a few .
"This is a huge tool the military can
hold over a school's head. Two of the
schools which refuse to remove the ban
have had some student-aid funds cut,"
Long said.
"Outlaw was trying to bring the issue
to the forefront but in a way that didn't
deny applicants an opportunity to inter
view," Long said. The protest began at 10
a.m . and continued for the duration of the
interviews, until 2 p.m. Outlaw members
studied and distributed flyers and the vigil
went unmarred by backlash or
counterprotest .
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EDITORIAL:
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It's time to rai e some issues for
discussion on these op-ed pages, and I
rarely shy from an issue, so here goes. At
this point in this semester, it's difficult to
say that you've not heard someone going
on and on about how so-and-so didn't
make Law Review, or so-and-so made the
Moot Court Board, or team, or so-and-so
gottwo D's(or alternately, 5Hs). Though
UB strives to be non-competitive, compe
tition abounds. Healthy competition is
good, and may drive someone to stay up
until 3:00 a.m . finishing a Jessup brief, or
working round the clock on a client's case
to impress a partner. The end product, a
polished, well-conceived piece of work is
the positive output of such competition
(not, however, how impressed the part
ner, or your colleagues are). The negative
aspect of competition, and the reason that
I believe UB discourages it, is its resultant
denigration of others who choose not to
do the things that you do.
For example, I've recently heard talk
that it meant very little for some to have
received offers to join the staff of In the
Public Interest, (Buffalo's Public Inter
est Law Journal) because they concur
rently received an offer from the Law
Review. Til.is thinking is both destructive
and flawed. First of all, the competition
for both publications (and probably the
other journals, as well), was stiff this year .
There were many fine casenotes submit
ted, and In the Public Interest took only
those its Executive Board wanted to take,
based on commitment, skill, and effort.
Secondly, to believe otherwise is to deni
grate your colleagues, who have done a
tremendous amount of work on the jour
nal; and to bestow on Law Review mem
bers some kind of misplaced reverence.
At UB, like most every other law
school, those on the Law Review are con
sidered the "cream of the crop," and many
law firms refuse to interview anyone with
out that designation on his or her resume.
At base, "making Law Review" means
that such a person had the desire, and the
time, to invest a certain amount of time
and effort on writing a clean, clear
casenote. Likewise, "making the team"
in a moot court activity, a highly prized
accomplishment, signifies, at base, hav
ing placed tremendous effort in the pur
suit of that activity.
Unfortunately, what this kind of valu
ation does is erase from the board your

colleagues who place value on a whole
host of things outside O'Brian's walls:
the pursuit of a dual degree, legal or
activist work outside of the law school,
or working to be a splendid parent.
None of these activities alone, just as
membership on a journal or law re
view, or moot court board or team, will
automatically translate into making you
a good attorney-or more importantly,
making you a good person. Inflated
. pride and its accompanying upward
turn of the nose, often directly results
in the opposite. If this loftier goal of
seeking to value people a<; rightful indi
viduals regardless of !heir law school
activities and honors doesn't strike a
chord, maybe self-interest will. One
thing that we all must remember, present
writer included, is that your colleagues
here may very well be your colleagues
"out there," and if we disrespect one
another here, no one will have the shield
of our law school "titles" and "honors"
to hide behind as new attorneys.
Sincerely,
Corinne A Carey
3L

The Opinion
Staff would
like to
apologize to
our readers for
the mistakes
found in the
last edition.
Thank you for
your continued
interest.

The Opinion welcomes your submissions.
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concerning topics of interest to the law school community and must not he longer than
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All submissions are due the Wednesday before we publish in the hotbox outside
of the Opinion Office. Your submission must be typed, single-spaced, and submitted
on paper and on a computer disk (IBM-WordPerfect 5.1 format). Send your
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For the Public Interest
More stories from the BPILP Front
Summer 1997 Fellowship Exp~riences
For the Public Interest is a column
submitted hy the Buffalo Public
Interest Law Group (BP/LP) . It is
designed to educate the community of
the many facets ofPublic Interest Law.

This is the second installment of a
two-part series describing the experi
ences of the Buffalo Public Interest Law
Program's Fellows of Summer 1997.
BPI LP wishes to encourage all law stu
dents to attend our meetings, explore
public interest law opportunities, and
learn from past fellows who have done
some fascinating work in the field of
public service
with an extraor
dinary variety of
institutions.
Theresa
Cusimano.
Theresa was
one of the direc
tors of BPILP
last year. She
spent her summer working for the Na
tional Institute for Citizen Education and
the Law (also known as Street Law,
Inc.). She obtained this position through
the NAPIL career fair. The mission of
Street Law is to facilitate the education
of citizens regarding the law, bringing
concepts like basic human rights and

principles of democracy to high school
students and underprivileged popula
tions throughout the country. Education
and law being Theresa's two main inter
ests, this job was tailor-made for her.
She worked on the Supreme Court Insti
tute, briefing 1996-97 Supreme Court
decisions for use in exercises by high
school history teachers. She even met
Justice O'Connor and privately toured
the Supreme Court.
Arthur
Wemegah.
Arthur worked
for Legal Aid
Bureau of Buf
falo, Criminal
Appeals Divi
sion. His first
experience with
the Bureau was
through a UB
externship. His main responsibilities
were to research the issues for criminal
appeals cases and write the appellate
briefs.· He argued one cases last week
before the Appellate Division in Roch
ester. He also wrote memos for various
other cases. Arthur found the real-life
experiences to be very exciting and re
warding, and the attorneys to be helpful
and supportive. He highly recommends
this internship.
Jay Ovsiovitch. Jay had a BPILP/

Buffalo Human Rights Law Review co
op and interned at the Human Rights and
Peace Centre (HURIPEC), Faculty of
Law, Makerere University, located in
Kampala, Uganda. He researched the
implementation of economic, social and
cultural rights
focusing on the
rights to hous
ing and educa
tion. Other ac
tivities included
training
HURIPEC in
terns before
they went out
into the field,
working on a prison project which would
test constitutional norms on behalf of
prisoner's ~ights and educate the public
about issues involving Ugandan prisons,
attending governmental meetings on be
half of the organization, and helping to
edit the East African Journal of Peace
and Human Rights.
Kate Verge. Kate had a BPILP/
Domestic Violence Task Force co-op.
She worked at the Niagara County Do
mestic Violence Intervention Program.
She was exposed to both family and
criminal courts in Niagara County. Most
of her representation of clients dealt with
temporary and permanent restraining or
ders. She also did research for the Do-

Jessup International Moot Court Board
1997-1998 Regional Team

Kevin C. Clor
Janette Cortes
Elizabeth Garrigan
Brendan J. Reagan
Nancy B. Saunders

New Associate Board Members

Jack G. Barone
Michael A. Bordera
Vicki-Lynn Toscano-Cantaffa
Janette Cortes
Elizabeth R. Garrigan
Fidel E. Gomez
Tonya E. Guzman
Antoinette Mucilli
Michael B. Santa Maria
Daniel E. Sarzynski

mestic Vio
lence Coali
tion and par
ticipated in
team meetings
to improve the
Coalition's
presence in the
community.
Kate
also
served as the liaison to the Assistant
District Attorney. She conducted pre
trial discovery for domestic violence
cases, and assisted with all additional
aspects of the trial process.

-
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UB Law's Web Page v. The Rest
by Russ Klein, Columnist
It's time to face up to the fact that we
are now in the midst of the "information
highway" era. One of the first and most
important impressions any prospective
law student gets now of a law school can
very easily be from the way the law school
presents itself on the world wide web. So,
it would be useful to compare how some
typical law school web pages stack up to
each other, and compare to UB.
Harvard Law School's Web Page
The very name Harvard Law evokes
an image in most people's minds of a
school that is the cream of the crop.
Harvard Law's web page (http://
www.law.harvard.edu) does its best to
support this image. The first picture one
sees on the web page is of the law school.
The web site itself is packed with infor
mation, and provides useful links to all
things one would want to see, including
their library.
From the library page, for example,
you can access the vast resources Harvard
has to offer, and by searching the web site
a little bit, you can even be taken on an on
line tour of all the law school buildings in
Harvard. All in all, the sort of class one
would expect from a school with the sta
tus of Harvard is embodied in their web
page.
Columbia Law School's Web Page
While Harvard evokes images of top
notch class, my Grandfather always spoke
of Columbia as being a school of radicals.
Whatever its reputation, I've always
viewed it simply as a school in New York
City, and this shows on its web page
(http ://www .columb!a.edu/cu/law) .

by Kristin Greeley

When entering the main page, one is pre
sented with four different images that
rapidly change. Presumably, this is so
you can get a lot of different views of the
school and the community. But its main
effect on me was just to give me a head
ache. I was aching to find a link to check
out, just to get off this main page. Once
you finally got past the annoying pictures,
you are presented with a selection and
layout that can only be described as top
notch.
Boston University School of Law
Now here is something different.
Boston University's web page (http://
web.bu.edu/law), unlike Harvard and Co
lumbia, does not try to convey an air of
glorious history -- yet it manages to show
the school in a distinctive light. On the
other hand, it also does not have a great
many links, although it has enough to at
least get a basic sense of the school. The
links to the library allow you to peruse
their catalogue on-line, once you jump
through a few hoops.
All the information is there -- you
just have to figure out where it is all
hidden. All in all, a good web page with
out all the pomp and circumstance of
Harvard.
University ofDenver School ofLaw
The University of Denver (http://
www.law.du.edu) web page is different,
in a subtle, though peculiar manner. The
page has all the right pictures, that convey
an image of Colorado that many of us
have in our minds -- a place of sheer
natural beauty and lots of skiing. But
interestingly, the background of many of
the pages is grey. This alone makes the
text a lot easier to read. On the other hand,

it makes the pictures look very uninte
grated, as if they had been tacked onto a
ph~to album .
In terms of the information pre
sented, it contains many of the same links
of the other school's web pages, and
presents them in a reasonable order. The
library web pages are fairly informative,
and provide you links to many useful
tools, except it has one critical thing miss
ing -- access to its library catalogue.
University of Utah College of Law
From the very beginning, visiting
the University of Utah College of Law's
web site (http://www.law.utah.edu), one
gets the impression that this site was
designed by real professionals. While the
other sites merely look good, this site
looks top notch, right away. The obliga
tory picture of the law school is there,
with all the links one could ever want on
the right, and a separate link to the library
on the left. The library section ofthe page
is very thorough and contains informa
tion that the other pages did not.
One thing on this web page that is
not so evident on all the others that I
checked out, is that this web page has its
very own search engine, so you could
search the web site for any information
you would need, if you couldn't find it
through their easy to follow lay out. One
would think that more web sites would
have this handy feature, but this is not the
case.
University at Buffalo School of
Law
Finally, its time to look at our very
own web page. Our web page (http://
www.buffalo.edu/law) is a very different
site. It is a lot plainer than the others, yet

My Spleen

it at least looks distinguished. The intro
duction page is plagued with the same
problem I had with Columbia's web page
-- the rapidly changing photographs
(though there is only one on this page,
whereas Columbia had four different
pictures that changed). The pictures on
the front page, is focused on the diversity
of students that go to school here.
Many of the pages have frames,
which is something many users find pretty
annoying. The site itself contains most
of the information one could want to
know about the law school and its new
curriculum. To the web site's credit,
there is a search engine. However, im
portant information regarding the com
munity surrounding is not so easily lo
cated on the web site.
Conclusion
From looking at the web pages, it is
clear that some web pages are better than
others at conveying their message. How
ever, this is not to say that the others are
not good. The University at Buffalo's
School of Law web page is a respectable
page, and a lot better than others that I
lookedat(anddidn'treviewhere). How
ever, it is still lacking in some regards,
and it is not in the same league with a web
page like the University of Utah Collage
of Law. In this brief comparison of UB
to other schools, I would have to say that
Utah's web page is the hands down win' ner, with the other pages coming in not
too far befiind.
People looking at UB's web page
will still get a good view of the school,
and would not be dissuaded from apply
ing here. However, it is not going to win
any awards any time soon.

Columnist

'Tis the Season
Wednesday, October 1, was one of
my favorite days of the year. No, I don't
have any great love for the month of
October and the cooler weather and fall
colors it brings. No, October 1st is not my
birthday. (June 29 is my birthday. Late
June is the best time to have a birthday - you get presents every six months. But
I digress.) October 1 was the beginning
of the 1997-98 National Hockey League
season. It was a great day for hockey, as
Badger Boh would have said.
Yes, I am a woman, and yes, I love
hockey. I can spell "Vanbiesbrouck." I
can name all of the Sutter brothers (Brent,
Bryan, Darryl, Duane, Rich and Ron),
although I cannot tell you what each is
doing right now. But I'm not even sure
their parents could, either. I know what
offsides is. 1 can't define "icing," but I
know it when I see it. (Sound familiar,
anyone?)
I'm not sure why I like hockey. It's
an awfully brutal game. The players are
usually missing some of their teeth and
are likely to have stitches or a black eye.
And most of them are a couple of goals
short of a hat trick, if you know what I
mean. (This doesn't mean that the
thought, "Damn, he's kinda cute," never
crosses my mind whik watching hockey,
though .)
Anyway, I thought I'd take this op
portunity to voice some of my thoughts
on the new st!ason for your reading plea
surt!. 1 don't profoss to be a hockey guru

as Don Cherry or Stan Fischler do, so
please bear with me if some of my obser
vations seem a bit inane.
Let me first start right here in our
own backyard. With the Pat Lafontaine
situation, of course. Do Larry Quinn,
Darcy Regier, and Lindy Ruff have maca
roni and cht!est! for brains? I think so.
They got rid of one of their best players,
allegedly because they didn't think it was
safe for him to play. Who are tht!y trying
to kid? They got rid of him because ht!
had a $9 million contract, for which the
Rangers assumed full liability. Their
team won ' t necessarily suffer because
they're used to not having LaFontaint!
around anyway, but I still think it was a
bad move. It certainly doesn't win tht!m
any points with the public. But why am I
complaining? I'm a Rangt!rs fan ...
I won't even address the Tt!d Nolan
situation. The Sabres wert! just plain
wrong. Why do tht!y think tht!y were so
successful last season? Obviously, they
think it's because of Hasek more than
Nolan, and they may be right. But the
phrase "prim a donna" does cross my mind.
And how 'bout them Rangers, start
ing off the st!a'ion with four tit!s . Leavt! it
to the Rangers to he the first ones to
accomplish that foat. And Lafontaine is
doing very well, thank you . I haven't
really had a chance to get a good look at
my Rangers yet because EVERY RANG
ERS GAME ON THE MSG NETWORK
ISBLACKEDOUTINBUFFALD. What

is the point of paying for cable, I ask you?
And no, I don't miss Messier. My take on
the whole situation is that he was cranky
because they didn't want to pay him as
much as Gretzky. And well they shouldn't.
I hope he's happy in his new shark-embla
zoned uniform and with his fatter wallet.
Now onto romper room. That can
only mean one player: Eric Lindros.
Lindros is undoubtedly a very talented
player. So why does he have to play like
such a goon? He's like a cross between
Mario Lemieux and Ulf Samuelsson. He
takes at least one cheap shot at somebody
much smaller than him each game. I
don't believe this crap about him being
only 6'4" and 229 lbs. He must be bigger
than that. So pretty much everyone is
smaller than him. Why don ' t they sus
pend the big oaf'! Teach him a lesson, for
once. Because he'd cry, that's why . I
swt!ar, every time 1 see him interviewed,
he seems like he's on the verge of tears
about something. It's nice to see a man
who is able to show his emotions, but he's
almost pathetic. I don't care if he was
voted one of People 's "Fifty Most Beau
tiful People" in 1993.
I almost forgot about Lemieux. He
will surely be missed. I give him a lot of
credit, though. He wa,; able to walk away
from tht! gamt! on his own terms, and did
so with class. He knew it was time to go,
if he ever wanted to have a normal life
aftt!r his career was over. 1 wonder what
he would havt! been like if there had been

no back injury and infection, no
Hodgkin's disease. I truly think he could
have been the better than Gretzky. He's
still number two all-time in my book.
(Howe's three.) He left the game when
he did because he knew that as great a
game as hockey is, there are things that
are more important. It is just a game.
Most hockey analysts (not that I'm
really one of them) make predictions
about which team they think will win the
Stanley Cup each year. And many of
them are just plain wrong each year. So
I'm not going to do that. I can't really
give my opinion because I haven't seen
each team play yet, we're really not that
far into the season, and things can change
quickly. The playoffs often bring at
least a couple of surprises, too.
Speaking of surprises, I've got a
surprise for all of you. This column does
relate to our law school experience. I
commend to you for your reading plea
sure Probert v. INS, 954 F.2d 1253 (6th
Cir., 1992). This is one' of a series of
cases involving Robert Alan (a.k.a.
"Bob") Probert and his attempt to bring
cocaine into the U.S. from Canada. This
particular case is a good summary of the
whole situation, for those of you who
may have been confused.
So those are my thoughts on hockey.
For now, at lea'it. Oh, I almost forgot - Potvin sucks.

